
Christmas Prayer 
O sweet Child of Bethlehem, 
grant that we may share with all our hearts 
in this profound mystery of Christmas. 
Put into the hearts of all families - men, women, and children 
this peace for which we seek so desperately 
and which you alone can give. 
Help us to know one another better, 
and to live as brothers and sisters, 
children of the same Father. 
Reveal to us also your beauty, holiness and purity. 
Awaken in our hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. 
Join us all together in your love. 
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen.
                          based on Pope John XXIII’s Prayer at the Crib

Christmas Wishes
I would like to wish everyone in the parish a Holy, Peaceful and Blessed Christmas time and a Happy 
New Year.  May the joy, peace, love, blessings and grace of Christmas remain with us, not just at Christmas, 
but every day.  I would like to also thank you for your kind support throughout the year – may 2022 
be a better year for everyone.    Fr. James
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Fr. James Gillespie, P.P. Tel: 074-9135196    email: fionannewsletter@gmail.com

Mass Times and Intentions for the Week
Mass from the Church is available live on: 

https://www.falcarraghparish.com & Parish Radio @ 106.5 FM
Sunday 26th  9: 00 am  People of the Parish
 11: 00 am Sean Heraghty ..................................................................................  Anniversary
Thursday 30th  10: 00 am Mary, Johnnie & John Harkin   ..................................................... Anniversaries
Friday 31st  7: 00 pm   Jim Barrett  ....................................................................................... Anniversary
Saturday 1st  12: 00  noon Mass for New Year’s Day
 7: 00 pm  James Griffin  ..................................................................................... Anniversary
Sunday 2nd  9: 00 am  People of the Parish
 11: 00 am  Bernard McGinley  ........................................................................... Month’s Mind
Tuesday 4th  7: 00 pm  Jimmy McGee  ................................................................................... Anniversary
Wednesday 5th   7: 00 pm  Mary Russell and deceased members of Doherty Family .....Anniversaries
Thursday 6th  11:00 am Private Intention
Friday 7th  7: 00 pm  John O’Brien  ..................................................................................... 1st Anniversary
Saturday 8th  7: 00 pm  Bríd Carr  ............................................................................................ Month’s Mind
Sunday 9th   9: 00 am  People of the Parish
 11:00 am Intention
CONFESSIONS:   Available by request

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Wednesday Holy Hour: 9- 10 pm.   There will be no adoration on Thursday 30th.
Thursday Adoration will resume on 6th January, from after the 11 am Mass – 9: 00 pm.



FREAGRA AN TSAILM:
De Domhnach 26ú:  Is ionúin liom d’áras, a Thiarna na Slua.

De Domhnach 2ú:  Rinneadh feoil den 
Bhriathar agus chónaigh sé inár measc.

TIPS FROM POPE FRANCIS ON FAMILY LIFE
Pope Francis, “Even the Pope has a family. We are 5 siblings and 
I have 16 nephews and nieces. One of these nephews had a car 
accident.” (August 20th, 2014) From his personal experience as 
well as meeting thousands of people over his lifetime, has given the 
Pope an insight into family life.  During his pontificate he has given 
advice to families, it is simple advice, but yet direct and which can 
help in day-to-day life. 
Never end the day without making Peace. “I always give this advice 
to newlyweds: ‘Argue as much as you want. If the plates fly, let them. 
But never end the day without making peace. Never!” 
Make Peace and begin again tomorrow. “It isn’t necessary to call 
the United Nations to come to one’s home to make peace. A small 
gesture, a caress, a hello is sufficient! And until tomorrow – and 
tomorrow one begins again.” 
Lear to Forgive. To learn about forgiveness - there is nothing better 
than the Bible, something that the Pope recommends to improve 
family life. “It is not for putting in a shelf, but rather for having it 
at hand. It is for reading it often, every day, either individually or 
in groups, husband and wife, parents and children, maybe at night, 
especially on Sundays. That way, the family can move forward with 
the light and the power of the Word of God!” 
Difficulties? Move forward, strive – It’s part of life: He speaks to 
engaged couples on the beauty of marriage but is also very sincere 
with them. To move forward, they must strive. “It is a journey full of 
challenges, difficult at times, and also with its conflicts, but that is life.
A life filled with Children. The Pope never tires of denouncing 
…“This culture of comfort that has, in the last 10 years, convinced 
us that it’s better to not have children! It’s better! You can go explore 
the world, go on vacation, you can have a villa in the countryside, 
you can be care-free.” The Pope never tires of denouncing a culture 
that does not favour the family. For this reason, he invited couples 
to throw themselves into the adventure of parenthood.
Spend time with your children: Pope Francis has asked to reflect 
on the frantic life that families sometimes experience. “When I talk 
to young couples and they talk to me about their children, I always 
ask one question: ‘And do you have time to play with your children?’ 
And many times, the father tells me: ‘But Father, they are sleeping 
when I go to work in the morning and when I come back at night, 
they are already asleep in bed.’ This is not life.”
Prudent use of technology: He also has advice for children. Misused 
technology, he said, has become one of the elements that separates 
a family. “Many children and young adults waste so much time on 
hollow things: Chatting on the internet, playing with their cell phone, 
watching soap operas. High tech products are meant to make life 
simple and to improve the quality of life. But often, they distract us 
from what’s really important.” 
Seek the wisdom and love of Grandparents: For the Pope, a 
fundamental pillar of family life are the elderly. They are the future 
of the people because they are its memory. For this reason, Pope 
Francis knows the imprint left by grandparents. “One of the most 
beautiful things in the life of a family, of our lives, is to caress a child 
and to let them be caressed by a grandfather or grandmother.”

HUMOUR - CHURCH NATIVITY PLAY
This nativity play was written, directed and acted by a class of 9-year-
olds.  It opens with the scene at the Inn.  Joseph and Mary ask for 
a room overlooking Bethlehem:
Innkeeper:   Can’t you see the ‘No Vacancy’ sign?
Joseph:   Yes, but can’t you see that my wife is expecting a baby any 
minute?
Innkeeper:   Well, that’s not my fault.
Joseph:   Well, it’s not mine either!

COVID PROTOCOLS WHEN ATTENDING MASS AND IN THE CHURCH
There is still no obligation on anyone to attend Mass at this time.  
However, if you do please remember to: 
•   Maintain a social distance between you and/or your family and 
others outside of your household.
•   Sanitising your hands, on entry and exit from the Church 
•   Wearing a facemask during while in the building at all times.
It is still VERY IMPORTANT to also remember and remain safe at 
home WHEN: 
•    Your health is vulnerable, or you feel unsure about coming out, 
•    You have Covid-19, you are awaiting results of a Covid-19 test 
•   You have a flu or cold like symptoms

THANK YOU
We wish to thank Mc Clafferty’s, Gortahork, for kindly donating the 
Christmas Tree which is in the church this year.

PARISH ENVELOPES
The envelopes for the new year are being delivered presently.  If 
you are a new family in the parish or a family who did not receive 
church envelopes last year and wish to; please drop your name and 
address into the parochial house.
JANUARY ROTA FOR MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND EUCHARIST 

Ministers of the Word: 
Saturday 7pm  -  Caitriona Kelly
Sunday 9am  - Paddy McMenamin  11am  - Cathal Gallagher
Ministers of the Eucharist:  
Saturday  7pm  -  Kathleen McCallion and Stephanie Greene
11am - Marian Gallagher and Rose Ann Rodgers.
If you are unable to cover your specified Mass, please make 
arrangements for a replacement Minister.

MARY’S MEALS
Mary’s Meals Donegal would like to thank all those who supported 
our Christmas Fayre in Trinity Hall, Letterkenny and in Parish Hall 
in Drumkeen. Thank you to all who donated goods and baking for 
the sale, to those who helped out on the day, entertained us, the 
committee’s that made the Hall’s available and to all who came along 
and supported us.  We wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas 
and New Year.

NÓTAÍ CLG CHLOICH CHEANN FHAOLA
Lotto: Uimhreacha na seachtaine 15,1,8,13,16,17!  Níor bhain 
aon duine an pota óir. Bhí triúr ann le ceithre uimhir. Erin Curran, 
Keeldrum, won the €100! Our jackpot will be remaining at €6,000 
for the next while due to reduced sales as a result of Covid. Tickets 
are available in different outlets throughout the parish and in 
Gortahork. You can also purchase online at the following link https://
clubforce.com/clubs/gaa-clg-chloich-cheann-fhaola/

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Local contact number: 087 1443464

SUPPORT LINES FOR OLDER PEOPLE DURING COVID-19
SeniorLine: Open every day from 10am-10pm.  
Freefone 1800 80 45 91

Parish Newsletters is available online on our Parish website: www.
naomhfionan.com & Facebook page: @falcarraghpairsh.
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Cuimhneacháin Báis:
Anita Kelly, Killult, whose funeral took place in Gortahork on Tuesday.

Bernard McGinley, Derryreel, whose Month’s Mind Mass is on Sunday 2nd.
John O’Brien, Well Brae, whose 1st Anniversary Mass is on Friday 7th.

Anniversaries:
Sean Heraghty, Mary, Johnnie and John Harkin, Jim Barrett, 

James and Thomas Griffin, Jimmy McGee, 
Mary Russell and deceased members of the Doherty Family.    

May They Rest In Peace


