
Naomh Fionán
An Fál Carrach
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Fr. James Gillespie, P.P. Tel: 074-9135196    email: fionannewsletter@gmail.com

Mass Times and Intentions for the Week
Mass from the Church is available live on: 

https://www.falcarraghparish.com & Parish Radio @ 106.5 FM
Saturday 19th  7: 00 pm Vinty Carr  ............................................................................................................Anniversary
Sunday 20th   9: 00 am People of the Parish
 11:00 am John Byrne ............................................................................................................ Anniversary
Monday 21st  7: 30 am John Hunter  ........................................................................................................Anniversary
Tuesday 22nd  7: 30 am Intention
 7: 00 pm Private Intention
Wednesday 23rd   7: 30 am Mass
 9: 30 am Maeve and Michael Collum  ...........................................................................Anniversary
Thursday 24th  7: 30 am Mass
 7: 00 pm  Colm Gallagher  ..................................................................................................Month’s Mind
Friday 25th  7: 30 am  Marie McGinley  .................................................................................................Anniversary
 7: 00 pm  Aisling and Mary Quigg   .................................................................................Anniversary
Saturday 26th  7: 00 pm John McClafferty................................................................................................. Anniversary
Sunday 27th   9: 00 am People of the Parish
 11:00 am Charlie McGeever .............................................................................................. Month’s Mind

CONFESSIONS:   Available by request

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Wednesday Holy Hour: 9- 10 pm.   
Thursday 10am - 9pm. Concludes with Rosary - 8.30pm. Divine Mercy - 5.30pm.

“Gospel of the second chance”
In this weekend’s gospel the man is looking for fruit from his fig tree. There is none. So, he tells the 
vinedresser to cut it down. However, the vinedresser pleads with the owner to give it another year, 
to give it a second chance. 
God is like this. However, in God’s case, it is not only ‘a second chance, and no more’.  God ALWAYS 
gives us another chance. Do we notice this, appreciate his goodness to us, or do we take God for 
granted? Are we unaware of how blessed we are by this Forgiving God?
During this Lent, it might be an idea to pause for a moment – long or short – and reflect on how 
privileged we have been, all the good in our lives, how blessed 
by God we have been, how forgiven by God we have been. Then, 
of course, thank God for His goodness, and ask forgiveness 
for our lack of forgiveness towards others.
And there’s the rub! Most of us find forgiveness a big challenge 
– particularly towards someone who has hurt us or someone 
whom we don’t like. Jesus did not say that it would be easy, 
but today’s gospel points out to us that we should always 
be ready to forgive, as God always forgives us and gives us 
another chance. 
                            Brian McLaughlin C.S.Sp.



FREAGRA AN TSAILM:
Is grámhar trócaireach é an Tiarna.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCILS
Next weekend, we will welcome Mr Jim Deeds, a facilitator, who will speak to 
us at the Saturday evening Mass about an exciting initiative for our Parish in 
Falcarragh and the other local Parishes. This initiative will involve an invitation 
to renew and/or form Parish Pastoral Councils in our local Parishes. Indeed, 
the Diocesan Pastoral Plan that will be launched on Thursday 31st March in 
the Cathedral and in the Parishes the following weekend, will call for Parish 
Pastoral Councils to be formed in every Parish willing to do so. Jim will speak 
to us about Parish Pastoral Councils and about the programme we will be 
invited to take part in.

NO GREATER LOVE
During the remaining weeks of lent, there will be a short programme in 
preparation for Easter called, ‘No Greater Love’.  The programme will begin on 
Monday 21st March @ 7: 30 pm and consist of five sessions of no more than 
45 mins. each.  Each session will consist of a video presentation, recorded in 
Jerusalem, telling the story of the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ, and 
will conclude with prayer.  A booklet will also be available for each participant.  
The programme will take place in the Day chapel in the church.  All welcome.

24 HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
24 hours of Eucharist Adoration will take place in Naomh Fionán from 7 pm 
on Friday 8th – 7 pm on Saturday 9th April.  You are invited to come and 
spend some quiet time before the Blessed Sacrament to pray. If you wish to 
take part, please place your name for the hour that suits you on the sheet 
provided in the church. We all need healing and peace in these times—Christ 
can help! All are welcome to take part.

BOOKING A MASS – SATURDAY EVENINGS
From 1st April we will be returning to the shared Masses for the Saturday 
evening Mass @ 7: 00 pm - i.e., this Mass will be offered for two or more 
anniversaries, intentions, etc.  This will, once again, only apply to the Saturday 
evening Mass. Other Masses (weekday and the Sunday @ 11:00 am) will 
continue to be for single Mass bookings.  Please be aware therefore, that if 
you are booking a Saturday evening Mass for an anniversary, etc., that that 
Mass may be offered up for other intentions as well.  
If you have already booked a Saturday evening Mass for some time after 1st 
April and would like to change to a different day - to just have the Mass on 
its own - please contact the Parochial House to arrange an alternative date 
for your Mass booking.

LEGION OF MARY
Weekly meetings in Aras Begley on Thursday evenings from 6.45pm -7.45pm.  
New members welcome.
Contact 086 3626257 if interested.

ARAS BEGLEY CATERING GROUP
A short meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 29th March in Aras 
Begley Hall for all members of the Catering Committee.  New interested 
members are very welcome to attend.

THE IRISH CATHOLIC
The Irish Catholic newspaper will be available, on a trial period, on the table 
beside the Sacristy.  It is an excellent read and costs €2.50.  The money should 
be put in the SVP box beside the paper.    Thank you.

DIVINE MERCY CENTRE LETTERKENNY
Mar 25, 2022 At 6 Pm – Mar 27, 2022 At 2:30 Pm. 
Retreat about the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Lent is a time of repentance and conversion. It’s a time when we seek 
to be reconciled to God. The primary place for this is the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession). It’s a place where we can experience God’s Mercy 
and forgiveness. We will learn more about the sacrament, how to prepare for 
it well, how to make a good Confession.  Cost: €159 inclusive.
To sign up please contact us via email: dvmletterkenny@gmail.com  or call 
074 916 9934

LOUGH DERG 2022
Pilgrimage re-opens Sunday 1st May.  For further information contact 071 
9861518 – info@loughderg.org – www.loughderg.org  or see notice board 
in Chapel porch.

NATIONAL COLLECTION – UKRAINE
There will be a national collection in support of Ukrainian refugees at the end 
of March.  We will hold the collection here in our parish on the weekend of 
2nd/3rd April.  All monies from this collection will be directed through Church 
agencies which have a strong presence on the ground and can use resources 

strategically to the greatest effect.
ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

It was fantastic to see so many people turn up in the great weather for our 
first parade since 2019.  The parade was a great success even though we are 
a bit out of practice. A huge thank you to you all for coming out and making 
the effort to make it an enjoyable event for all. Falcarragh Tourist and Traders 
Assoc. would like to thank all those who participated in the parade, stewards 
and helpers and the local Gardaí, a really special thanks to our MC Mr Denis 
Doohan, who really brought the event to life.
A special thanks also to our three local bands (how many small towns can 
boast three bands?) who for the first time ever, melded together as one in 
a spectacular display at the crossroads.  We look forward to more events in 
the coming months.

CLOUGHANEELY FOOD BANK
Next weekend, Saturday & Sunday 26th & 27th March, there will be an 
additional collection in aid of the Cloughaneely Food Bank.  If anyone wishes 
to contribute to help others who are in need in our parish, please place 
an envelop with your donation in the collection boxes in the church that 
weekend. Please mark your envelope ‘Food Bank’.  All donations gratefully 
appreciated.  Thank you.

THANK YOU
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Coffee Morning 
in Ionad Naomh Fionnán on Friday the 11th of March. The contributions for 
Unicef amounted to €2,550.  Your generosity was really appreciated. 

SOCIAL BUDDIES 
The Social Buddies programme is befriending service which is seeking 
volunteers to help with day service users for leisure purposes. The aim of the 
programme is to enhance the lives of individuals with intellectual disability 
by providing flexible social supports.  If interested please contact Caroline 
McDaid, in Letterkenny, on 0894216204

POBAL EASCARRACH
Folúntas ar Scéim Fostaíocht Pobal
Vacancy for a general worker on the Community Employment Scheme at 
Ballina Resource Centre. Please contact Caitlín for further information on 
0749180571. 
Subject to demand, the following courses/classes will commence shortly in 
Ballina Resource Centre: Coastal Seaweed Foraging, Bee-Keeping, Bee-Hive 
Building, Digital Photography, Art With Owenie.  All the above courses are 
part-funded by the ETB. If interested call Caitlín on 074-9180571.

IONAD NAOMH FIONNÁN
Congratulations to Eileen Ní Ghallchóir, An Ghlaisigh who won the 50/50 
prize this week of €804.  Thank you to everyone for your continued support.  
Tickets can be purchased in local shops, Revolut or Clubforce. 
Different activities for adults and children i.e. Dance, Astro Pitch, Turbo, Chair 
aerobics, Gymnastics, Bowling, Birthday parties etc  -  for bookings or any 
more information please contact us at on 0749165750

NÓTAÍ CLG CHLOICH CHEANN FHAOLA
The numbers drawn were 6, 14, 19, 9, 7, 3! No jackpot winner.  4 match 5s.   
Congratulations to Amanda Brien who wins €100. The jackpot is now €6350.
Our dinner dance will be held on Saturday the 26th of March in Óstán Loch 
Altan @ 7:30pm. Special guests will be in attendance on the night and music 
will be provided by Keltic Kaos followed by a disco. Tickets: €30
Tickets are available from Óstán Loch Altan and Batch or contact 0872779155 
or online at https://member.clubforce.com/ticket-list.asp?LL_ID=1324#topp

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Local contact number: 087 1443464

Parish Newsletters is available online on our Parish website: www.naomhfionan.com 
& Facebook page: @falcarraghpairsh.
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Cuimhneacháin Báis:
Colm Gallagher, Ballintemple, whose Month’s Mind Mass is on Thursday.
Fank Bullen, Glasgow. (Brother-in-law of Philomena Griffin, Balliness).

Anniversaries:
Vinty Carr.   John Byrne.   John Hunter.   Maeve and Michael 

Collum.   Marie McGinley.   Aisling and Mary Quigg.

May They Rest In Peace


