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Reflection

John the Baptist was driven by one mission: to point people to Jesus, to prepare the way for
Jesus. Yet John is uneasy in this account of Jesus’ baptism. The moment has arrived but he
is standing before someone much greater than himself and is being asked to minister. John
feels unqualified, unworthy of such a task. After some persuasion ‘John gave into him’ and
accepted his responsibility. This is a lesson to all of us, not to let feelings of inadequacy stop
us from carrying out our various missions and vocations in our lives. Jesus explains to John
that this is necessary as a sign for the beginning of his ministry, a public statement of identity.
Today we might consider our own baptism and what it means to us. At that moment we were
anointed as priests, prophets and Kings. To what extent do we live this out in our Christian
lives? John points us towards Jesus and we can ask, do we also point the way to Jesus for
others? How can we be a signpost for others?

Remember today those who pointed the way for you at various times in your life. Maybe a chaplain in school or
college, a teacher, grandparent, a friend, a retreat you participated in. At various times in our lives we meet these
‘signposts’ which help us to grow in our faith and deepen our awareness of Christ’s love. Let us celebrate all of
these ‘baptismal’ moments today.

Cuimhneachdin Bais:

Anniversaries:
Mary, Johnny and Jimmy Ferry, Moyra. John Sweeney, Ballyboes. Ann McGeady, Errarooey.

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday 10th 11: 00 am Latin Mass confESSionS
7: 00 pm Mary, Johnny and Jimmy Ferry Anniversaries
John Sweeney Anniversary 6:15pm_6:45pm
Sunday 11th 9: 00 am Aifreann don Phobal Saturdays
10: 30 am Mass
Monday 12th 9:30 am Ann McGeady Anniversary Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesday 13th 9:30 am Private Intention Wednesday:
Wednesday 14th 9:30 am Private Intention Holy Hour: 9- 10 pm
Thursday 15th 9:30 am Private Intention Thursday: 10: 00 am — 9: 00 pm.
Friday 16th 7: 00 pm Private Intention Thursday adoration includes the
Saturday 17th 11: 00 am Latin Mass Divine Mercy @ 5: 30 pm and
7: 00 pm Jimmy McGinley Month’s Mind concludes with Rosary
Sally O’ Regan Anniversary @ 8:30 pm
Maeve Cannon Anniversary
Sunday 18th 9: 00 am Aifreann don Phobal
10: 30 am Pete and Nellie McCarry Anniversaries All Masses are available live
on:

www.naomhfionan.com

Please scan the QR code below to donate to either Falcarragh Church or Graveyard Collection & Parish Radio @ 106.5 FM
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FOtrai

Freagra an tSailm:
Beanndidh an Tiarna a phobal le siochain.

HOW TO REPORT CLERICAL ABUSE

If you have a concern, or complaint of child abuse, either current or
historical, please contact:

Designated Liaison Person, Margaret Northage on: 086 2183 011 or by
email: safeguarding@raphoediocese.ie.

You are advised also to contact statutory authorities:

Tusla (Child & Family Agency) - Tel: 074 9102233

Gardai National Protective Services Bureau - Tel: 01
6663430/6663435 or email: GNPSB_SCMU@garda.ie.

Free Counselling & Support is available through Towards Healing:
Freephone - Rol: 1800 303416

Freephone - N.Ireland & UK: 0800 0963315

Freephone - Hearing Impaired: 085 8022859

Ways to donate to parish funds

You can now make a donation to the Parish online by scanning the QR
codes on the front of this newsletter, with your mobile phone camera.
One QR code is for the Sunday Collection and one QR code is for the
Graveyard Collection. You can also make donations by going to the
parish website and clicking on the DONATE button. All donations are
gratefully accepted.

Parish Envelopes for 2026
If anyone did not receive church envelopes and wishes to do so; please
contact the parochial house.

Charities Act Scheme

Once again we have begun the process of preparing to make a claim for
the parish under the Charities Act Scheme. Over the past year , as a
result of forms which were signed and returned to us, we received back
from Revenue €11553.18. We wish to thank all those people who signed
and returned forms to us. Under this scheme the parish, as a registered
charity in the Raphoe Diocese, can receive a tax-refund approximately
45% from the Revenue Commissioners under Charitable Donations. For
contributions to qualify, the person making the donation must be a
taxpayer and making contributions of €250 or more over the course of
the year (roughly €5 per week). All income we receive by this means is
of great benefit to the parish. It does not cost anything either — the parish
can maximise the benefit from donations/ contributions that you the
parishioners are already giving to your parish, and it does not involve
asking for anything more. It’s very simple to do this. All that is required is
that if you receive a letter with the charities form over the coming weeks,
that you return the form to the parochial house as soon as possible. This
would enable us to make the claim to revenue. If you are not a taxpayer
then you do not need to return the form.

Dogs in Graveyard

A number of dog fouling instances in the graveyard has been brought to
our attention. This is unacceptable and disrespectful behaviour. The
graveyard is not a suitable location for exercising dogs, but at the very
least we would expect people to clean up their own dog’s mess!

Buiochas

The Pro Life Collection taken up last weekend amounted to €597.72.
Sincere thanks to everyone who supported us. We must never give up
on our unborn children. Everyone has the right to life.

Food Bank Appeal
The Food Bank is very low on supplies at the moment so any non

perishable goods are urgently required. Food bins have been left in the
4 porches for any goods donated.

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje Easter 2026
March 31st x 7 nights. ex Dublin. with Spiritual Director.
More info from Bernie McBride 087 935 3953

Coiste Glan agus Glas

Bliain ar mhaith daoibh uilig! Coiste Glan agus Glas Falcarragh Tidy
Towns Committee would like to thank the local community for the help
and support during the past year. We look forward to continuing our
work in enhancing our town for both locals and visitors. Perhaps you
would like to join us for the New Year! Beidh ar gcéad cruinnit don bhl-
iain ur sa tSeamrog Dé Luain seo chugainn an 120 Eanair ar 7. Our first
meeting of 2026 will be in Shamrock 7pm Monday 12th. Failte
romhaibh.

CLG Chloich Cheann Fhaola

The numbers drawn were 11,14,4,13,19,3! We had 1 match 5 winner.
Congratulations to Patrick from Teach Dixon who wins €100!!! The
jackpot is now €4,250. Tickets are available in various outlets through-
out the parish and online at the following link https:
/lclubforce.com/clubs/gaa-clg-chloich-cheann-fhaola/

Cloughaneely Junior Band

Lotto Results 3rd January 3-4-7-10-15-20.

Match 4 winner: Shane Coll, Killult €100. Next draw will take place on
Thursday 8th January, jackpot €3550.

lonad Naomh Fionnan

Congratulations to Patrick Green who won €1,015.00 in the first draw of
2026. Our tickets are available in all local businesses, online and at the
Hut each Friday.

Turbo class resumes every Tuesday evening from 7 - 8p.m.
Gymnastics every Wednesday from 4 - 7p.m. followed by Zumba from
7:30 - 8:30p.m. Pilates returns on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th January.
Please contact Victoria on 087 3297169 to book your place on either
class. Ballet and Modern Dance with Forristal School of Dance every
Friday from 3:20p.m. Ballet caters for all age groups from Babies Ballet
(3-4yr olds) up to Grade 2 for 7 - 8yr olds. Cloughaneely Bowls Club
come together every Saturday at 8p.m. New members are always
welcome.

Please contact us if you would like to attend or can facilitate a class at
lonad Naomh Fionnan in 2026, we would love to hear from you. You can
contact us by email at ionadnf@gmail.com or by calling the office

on 074-9165750.

Dates for 2026
Ash Wednesday - 18th February
Easter Sunday - 5th April

Graveyard Sunday Mass - 2nd August @ 1: 00 pm
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St. Vincent de Paul: Local number: 087 1443464
Cloughaneely Food Bank: 083 348 9749
MABS Gweedore: 0818 072650




